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to literary attempts, into which an overbearing pride chiefly betrays men.
Many in studying pursue their speculations so far as to lose sight of
common sense, and by too intense an application to things beyond their
sphere, overset and unhinge their understanding. Many mistake the
wildest fancies of their brain for reason. How many heresies have been
set up by scholars among Christians 1 The root of these abuses is a secret
vanity, self-sufficiency, or complacency in opinion of their own knowledge
or penetration, which scholars easily entertain. So true it is, as the apostle
tells us, that " science puffs up "; not of itself, but through the propensity
of the human heart to pride. It is therefore necessary that every student
learn, in the first place, never to trust in his own abilities, and make modesty
and humility, by which men know themselves, the foundation of his
learning.

The following feasts are celebrated on December 15 :

Sx EusEBitirs, Bishop of Vereelli, born of a noble family in Sardinia, where his father is said
to have died in chains : and ST FLORENCE or FLAN, Abbot of Benchor.

DECEMBER 16

ST ADO, CONFESSOR, ARCHBISHOP OF VIENNE

(A.D. 875)

[From his life collected by Mabillon, t vi. Act. Ben. p. 281.   See Ceillier, t. xix. p. 247.]

ADO was born in the diocese of Sens, toward Gatinois, about the year 800.
It was the principal care of his religious parents to seek tutors, masters,
and companions who should concur together by their maxims, example,
interior spirit, and prudent and earnest instructions to form the morals of
their son and inspire into his soul the most tender and perfect sentiments
of Christian piety. All this they happily found in the monastery of
Ferrieres in Gatinois, at that time famous for learning and discipline*
The pregnancy of his wit, the solidity of his judgment, his assiduity at
his studies and, above all, his humble obedience and docility, and his
sincere piety, gained him the esteem and affections of the abbot Sigulph
and all his masters; and engaged them to redouble their care and attention
in lending him every assistance to adorn his mind with all useful science,
and to form the most perfect Christian spirit in his heart. Their pains
were abundantly recompensed by the great progress which he made. Many
great and powerful friends sought, by soothing flatteries, and by setting
before him the lure of worldly honours and pleasures, to engage him in
the career which his birth and abilities opened to him. But the pious young
nobleman saw clearly the dangers which attended such a course; and,
dreading lest in such a state anything could slacken his ardour in the
entire consecration of himself to the divine service, he took the religious